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His MAJESTIES Letter tothe Houſe of Lords and Commons, Writ 
from St. Germains the 3d. of February 1688. 
JAMES R. 
My Lords 
| E think Our Selves Oblidged i Conſcience, to do all We can to open Our Peoples 
Eyes, that they may ſee the true Intereſt, of the 'Nation in this Important Con- 
jundnre, and therefore We think fit to let you know, that finding We could no 


longer ſtay with Safety, nor att with Freedom in what concerned Our People, We left the Rea 
ſons of Our Withdrawing, under Our Own Hand, i the following Terms, 


TY World cannot wonder at My Withdrawing My Self now 3s Second time ; I might have 
expected ſomewhat berrer Vſage after what 1 Writ to the P. of Orange, by my Lord Fever- 
Jham, and the Inſtru#tjons | gave him ; But inſtead of an Anſwer,ſuch as. 1 might have hop'd for, 
what was I to expect after the Uſage received, by his making the ſaid Earl a P:i/oner, againlr 
the Prattice and Law of Nations; The ſending his own Guards at Eleven at Night to take Poſieſſion 
of the Pofts at White-Hall, without Advertiting Me, in the leaſt manner of it ; The ſenaing to 
Me at One aClock, after Midnight, when I was in Bed, a kind of an Order by Three Lords, to be 
Yone ont of My Own Pallace before Twelve the next Morning ? After all thiss how could 1 hope to 
'be Safe, ſolong as 1 was in the Power of one, -whehad not only done this to Me, and Invaded 
My Kingdoms, withont any juſt occaſion given hin for ir, bur that did by his fir/# Declaration 
lay the greateſt Aſperſion upon Me,that Malice could invent,in that Clauſe of it which concerns 
My Son ; | Appeal to all that know Me, may, even :0 himſelf, that in their Conſciences, neicher 
he nor they, can believe Me, in the lealt, capable of ſo Unnatural « YVillany, nor of fo little 
common Senſe, to bz impoſed upon, ina Thing of ſuch nature as that : What had I then to ex- 
pett from-one, who by all Arts, hath taken. ſuch pains to make Me appear as.black, as Hell ro My 
Own Prople, as well as to all the World beſides ? What effe(t that had at Home, all Mankind 
_ ſeen, by ſo general a Defettion in My Army, as well as in the Nation amongſt all ſorts of 
1 coPple. "Ile. 
a. | "= rn Free, and deſire to continue ſo; and though | have ventured My Life very frank- 
G on Teyerat occations for-the-Good aud Hi My Connrey, and amas Free todo it again, 
| (and which [ hope 1 ſhall yet ds, 4s old as I am #0 Redcem it from the Slavery it it like to fall un- 
der) yet I think it not convenient to Expoſe My Self to be Secured, as not to be at Liberty to 
effe&t it; and for that Reaſon do nichdraw, but ſo as to be within Call, whenſoeyer the Nations 
Eyes ſhall be opened,ſo as to ſee how they have been A:u/cd and Impoſed upon by theSpecious pre- 
tence of Religion and Property. I hope it will pleaſt God to touch their Hearts out of hig infi- 
nite Mercy, and to make them ſenfible,-of theiil condition they are in, and bring them to ſuch 
a temper, That a Legal Parliament may be called ; And that amongſt other things which may be 
neceſlary to be done, they-will agree to Liberty of Conſcience for all Proteſtant Diſenters ; And 
that thoſe 'of My Own Perſwalion, may be ſo far Corfiderd, and have ſuch 2 ſhare of it, as 
F they may live Peaceably and Quietly,as Engliſh- Men and Chriitians ought todo, and not be oblid- 
f | ged to Tranſplant themſelves, which wou'd be very grievous, eſpeciaily to ſuch as love their 
| ' own Countrey ,, And1 Appeal to ali Men, who are Confidering Men, and have had Experience, 
| whether any ting can make this Nation ſo Great and Floriſhing, as Liberty of Conſcience ? 
; Some of Our Neighbours dread it. | | A 1 a. 
I could add much more to confirm all I have ſaid, but now is not the proper time. 
Rochefter Decenb.r 

the 22d. 1688. 


<2 BM _ - But finding this Lefter not to be taken tobe Ours, by ſome, and that the P. of Orakge and his 
"Adherents did Malicofly Supprefs the ſame, We Writ to ſeveral of Our Privy Councel, and 
diretted Copies thereof, - to diyers of you the Peers of the Realm, belicying that-none durſt take 
-upon them, to intercept, or open anyof your Letters. But of all theſe, We have no Ac- 
count. OO OY TS | | 
But We wondernot, that all-Arts 4re uſed to hinder you from knowing Our Sentiment, ſince 
the P. of Orange rather choſe agaitiſt-all Law to Impriſon the Earl of Feverſham, and by Force 
to drive Us away, from Our Own-+Pallace, -than receive Our Invitation of coming to Us, or 
' bearing what We had to Propoſe to-him, well khowing that what We had ro Offer, would con- 
tent all Honeſt and Reaſonable Men; and was what he durſt not truſt you with che Knowledge of. 
Thoſe Falſe and Wicked RefieCtipns ;oz'Vs relating to the French League, and to Our Son 
the Prince of YYVaks, We require you to Examine into, and-thereby fatisfie your ſelves,. and 
all other Our Subjects, where the /mpoſtor lies 3. We hope God will not permit you to. deprive 
your ſelves of a Lawful Prince, who/s Education ſhall be ſuch, as may give a Proſpect of Hap- 


pineſs to all Our Kingdoms hereafter. E 
| e 
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We are Reſolved nothing ſhall be omitted on Uur part (whenever We. can with Safety Re- 
rurn;) that can-Centribute towards the regreſs of* all former Errors, or preſent Diſprdgrs; gx 
add to the Securing the Proteftans Relzgion, or the Property of every Individual Subject, inten- 
Cing to refer the whole to a Parliament, Legally Called; Freely Blefted, and held withour Con- 
ſtraint, wherein We ſhall not only have a particular Regard to the Support and Security of rhe 
Church of England, as by £aw E#tabliſhed, but alſo give ſuch an Indulgence to Diffenters, as 
Our People ſhall have no reaſon ro be Jealous of, not expecting for the future, any other Fa- 
vour to thoſe of Our Own Perſwaſion, than the Exerciſe of their Religion in their own Pri- 
vate Families 

And becauſe many of Our well-meaning OR whoſe unneceſlary Fears for the Pugtefimnt 
Religion, and the unhappy Miſtakes of the,P, of Orange's Ambiſious Deligns ( which they did 
not ſufficiently ſee into time enough) have been Farally lead, -beyond what they firſt intended, 
(viz. 'the Preſervation of their Religion, &c.) tothe Breach of all Laws, andeven to the To- 
tal Diſſolution of the Anriene Government it ſelf, and knowing themſelves thereby to be Ob- 
noxious, may diſpair of Our Mercy ; We do therefore Declare, on the Word of a King, that 
Onr Free Pardon (hall not only be extended to them, but to all Our Subjefts, to theworſt, een 
thoſe that Betrayed Us, (ſome few Excepted) Reſolving in that Parliament by an Att of Obli- 
vion to Cover all Faults, Heal all Diviſions, and Reſtore Peace and Happineſs to all Our Sub- 
jet, which can never be effeftually done by any other Methods or Power. 

Having thus firmly Refolved on Or Part, whatſoever Crimes are omirred, whoſe Pofterity ſo- 
ever ſhall come to ſuffer for theſe Crimes, We ſhall look upon Our $elves as Juſtified in the Sight 
both of God and Man, and therefore leave it with you, expeCting you will ſeriouſly and ſpeed®# 
ly conſider hereof, and ſo We bid you heartily Farewel. 

Given at St. Germains en Laye, the 3d.of Febrxary 1685, And of Our Reign the Fourth. 


The Letter tothe Commons was Verbatim the ſame. 


To the, OFFICERS and SOULDIERS of the ARMY. 


AMES KR. 

L He Regard We have for you as Gentlemen, and Souldjers,Oblidges Us to Endeavour to reſtore 
T ou to that Reputation for Courage,Loyalty,&c. which has till now been inſeparable from 
Engliſh- Men, which by your late Fatal DefeCtio p from Us your Lawful Prince (whoſe perticular 
Care you ever were) is now become contemptable, even to thoſe you joyned with againſt Us, 
nor can any thing reſtore you to your former Charatter, but « Suddeen and Hearty return to that 
Duty, which you have ſo unduly quitted, which We doubt not of, being verily perſuaded, that 
even thoſe that firſt lefr Or Service, had no Juſt Prejudice againit Q«r' Perſon, but were Be- 
tray'd and Decoy'd by Perſons —_—— by; or in Confederacy with the P. of Orarge, who 
by moſt wicked and makicions Lyes, -had Reprejented Us, as black as Hell ro Our Subjefts, who We 
hope, do now fee into their evil Deſigns, which they cou'd never have rhus far accompliſhed, 
but by delading you into a belief of rhe /mpoſtor of Our Son the Prince of YYales, the Frengb 
League, the Death of Our Brother rhe late King, &c. of all which they well know Us Innocent, 
and dare not therefore bring on the Stage to be Examined, and Searched ito, according to their 
former Promiſes. a Ne | 

And can you then without Indignation, Serve theſe, who have thus Villanouſly, Betrgy's, 

cluded, and made 4 Property of you? And now having obtained their Ends by your Aſſiſtance, 
Negle@, Deſpiſe, and Evilly ntreat you : For tothe Eternal Shame of all Engliſþ-men, none 
bur Foreigners are #ow r74/ted in the moſt Honourable. Poſts in and about YYbirte-Hall and Lon- 
don, whilſt you are ſent abroad as Mercenaries, and made ſubſervant to them ; Caſt back your 
Thoughts on the Villanies of their ations, who ſate in Onr .Councels and Betrayed Us, adding 
Treachery to the black:ſt of Ingratitude,, Enquire into the Morals of thoſe General Officers that 
Deſerted Us, and Miſled you, and indeed into the Principves of moſt of theſe, in their pre- 
ſent New Government, and you will ſoon be conyinced, Thar *rwas nor Religion (though that 
was made the Specious Pretencc) that influenced their 6ftings, but Intere#F and Ambiſion, We 
Charge not theſe Crimes, but on ſome perticular Perſons, well. knowing that the greatelt part 
borh of Officers and Souldiers in Our Army, were not faulty in their - Allegiance : And theref; e 
We ſhall only look forward, aud reſolve t9 reward all according to their Demerits, and Prefer 
thoſe hrit, who commue untainted, and ſhall be quickgſt in returning to their Duty, which We goubt 
not, but that ere long, by God's Bleſſing, We ſhall by appearing in Our Omn: Kingdoms, give 
them an oppertunity todo, and conſequently to retrive their own Honoprs, as becomes prue 
hearted Engih-men, and Lovers of their King and Counrey. 


Given at St. Germain: en Laye the 44th. of Febrawy 1684, and in the Fifh Year of Our Reign; 


